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Agenda 
 

Form A Chain To Safeguard Children (FACTSC)

Coordination meeting Rome

5th until 8 th of May 2014

Dries Wyckmans & Sabrina Reggers ðproject coordinators - Province of Limburg

With the financial support of the Prevention of and Fight against Crime Programme

European Commission - Directorate -General Home Affairs

 

¶ Monday 5th of May 

o Arrival of the project partners 

o 19.30: Dinner meeting at Restaurant óLa Sugheretaô at hotel óMeliá Roma Aurelia 

Anticaô 

 

¶ Tuesday 6th of May 

o 09.15: Welcome, introduction, timing & state of affairs (by Dries Wyckmans)  

o 10.00: Module 1 - Child abuse: book ï elaborate table of contents (with discussion & 

feedback) (by Anke Van Vossole and Sabrina Reggers) 

o 11.00: Coffee break 

o 11.30: Module 1 - Child abuse: the blended training ï approach & first draft (with 

discussion & feedback) (by Andy Veltjen) 

o 12.30: Lunch 

o 14.00: European developments in multi-agency working in tackling domestic   

violence & child abuse / European FJC (by Pascale Franck & Matthieu  Goedhart) 

o 15.00: Module 2 ï Chain collaboration in practice: table of contents, learning goals  

and approach (by Dries Wyckmans & Pascale Franck) 

o 16.00: End 

¶ Wednesday 7th of May 



  

o 09.15: Summary of day 1 (by Dries Wyckmans)  

o 09.30: Module 3 - Safeguarding children in Europe (15 to 20 minutes per partner) 

  (part 1) (by the European partners) 

o 11.00: Coffee break 

o 11.30: Module 3 - Safeguarding children in Europe (15 to 20 minutes per partner) 

  (part 2) (by the European partners) 

o 12.30: Lunch 

o 14.00: Work shop: How to implement the blended training in your own local   

context: questions, suggestions, challenges, é? (2 groups) 

o 15.30: Final conclusions, óhomeworkô and follow-up project? (by Dries Wyckmans) 

o 16.00: End 

 

¶ Thursday 8th of May 

o Departure of the project partners 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Welcome word & introduction European project & goals research visit 
 

Summary 

A European project on domestic violenceé 

 

¶ In 2004 an innovative project on the subject domestic violence was initiated in the Belgian 

province of Limburg. Through this project, an inter- and multidisciplinary cooperation between 

police, justice and assistance has been developed. 

 

¶ In 2007 the project won the Belgian Security and Crime Prevention Award and was a 

successful entry at the European Crime Prevention Award that year in Lisbon. 

 

¶ In 2008 the Belgian Home Affairs Ministry decided to extend the project on the European 

level. To this end, contacts were made with European key partners through the European 

Crime Prevention Network. 

 

¶ In 2010 another project on the subject domestic violence was initiated by the Province of 

Limburg. This project aimed primarily on developing, promoting and implementing a European 

scenario and training programme, according to the optimization of the inter- and 

multidisciplinary approach to domestic violence in different European Member States.  

 

¶ In 2012, after an intensive project preparation period, the Belgian Home Affairs Ministry 

introduced the project proposal at the European Commission, Directorate-General Justice, 

Freedom and Security, within the Programme ñPrevention of and Fight against Crimeò. 

 

¶ In summer 2013 the European project was launched by the Province of Limburg. 

 

¶ The present European project aims primarily to support a more effective European joint 

approach to safeguard children, by law enforcement officers and other agencies. The 

project focusses on the following 3 objectives: 

 

¶ To offer guidance on how to collaborate effectively to safeguard children, also on 

international level, by providing a conceptual framework for multi-agency collaboration and 

by translating that framework into practical information (based on literature study and 

findings from empirical research). 

 

¶ To offer training that will equip law enforcement officers with the knowledge and skills to 

work more effectively with those from other professions. The training also wants to equip 

them with a higher level of expertise about the various types of violence, exploitation and 

abuse. 

 



  

¶ To offer an online environment as a platform of practice and for information sharing and 

case management, in order to describe the results concerning the content and process 

and to enrich fragmented information. 

 

¶ This project will make recommendations and offer guidance, in the form of an online guide, on 

how to form a successful professional (multi-agency) chain for children exposed to different 

forms of violence, exploitation and abuse. In such a chain it must be very clear for all relevant 

agencies and organizations how signalling, registration, screening, help and support, 

coordination and follow-up is regulated. 

 

¶ This project wants to improve the joint response by turning that guide into a blended multi-

agency training for operational and managerial staff of law enforcement and other key 

agencies. The purpose is to achieve better outcomes by fostering:  a higher understanding of 

child abuse (different forms, consequences, risk and protective factors,é), a shared 

understanding of the tasks, processes, principles, roles and responsibilities, more effective 

and integrated services at both the strategic and individual case level, improved 

communication and information sharing, effective working relationships, sound assessments 

and decision-making and learning from serious case reviews. The training program will offer a 

óstepping stoneô pathway, from an introductory training on a basic level to a fuller 

understanding on an advanced with concrete guidance to developing a successful multi-

agency approach. 

 

¶ From then on the training will be translated to the context and language of the 8 participating 

countries/regions, trainers will be trained and multi-agency training sessions will be organized, 

evaluated and analysed. In addition, this project makes use of its own social media. During the 

training, participants will build and maintain an online European platform of practice (open 

source). With a chain computerization system (open source), collaborative processes can be 

mapped, joint operational casuistry can be handled and working arrangements can be 

secured. The system will help to facilitate cooperation by creating an overview of the work to 

be performed. Furthermore, all users will have access to the information of specific interest to 

them. 

 

¶ At the same time a process chain to safeguard children will be designed and tested in a pilot 

region in the province of Limburg. The design of that chain approach will be based on the 

guide, while the participating agencies will receive the multi-agency training. That way the 

findings and training will be translated into practice, tested in the pilot and evaluated and 

analysed afterwards. 

 

¶ Coordination meeting in Warsaw (25
th

 - 27
th

 of November 2013) 

 

¶ General conclusions   
o There is consensus between the partners that the original texts firstly will be 

translated in English and then send to the partners for revision. After this revision, 

a final version will be drawn up by the authors of the different texts. Every country 

will then provide their own translators for the translation of the final texts of the 

book and the training to their own language.  

 



  

o There is consensus between the partners that the main target group for the book 

and the training should be law enforcement. The partners are aware that the term 

ólaw enforcementô is a very general and broad concept, but the ICT-structure of 

the blended learning module offers an answer to the concern that it might be a too 

general and broad concept. 

 

¶ Conclusions about the European guide 

o Module 1 

Á There is consensus between the partners that there should be a lot of 

examples and case studies to clarify the theory in this module, which 

should be universal and recognizable for the readers from all the different 

countries. The module has to be written in such a manner that everyone 

can understand what the author is trying to explain (not a highbrow text). 

o Module 2 

Á There is consensus between the partners that the author of module 2 is 

using CO3 Antwerp and LINK Limburg as examples to clarify some 

aspects of the theory of multi-agency collaboration, seeing that it is not his 

intention to be normative or to idealize these multi-agency collaborations. 

Also this module has to be written in such a manner that everyone can 

understand what the author is trying to explain (not a highbrow text). 

o Module 3 

Á The project coordinators showed an overview of the answers on the 

questionnaire that was send to all the project partners in September. The 

project coordinator told the project partners that the answers on this 

questionnaire could be used for the article every project partner has to 

write for the book and they promised the project partners to send them a 

guiding framework for the writing of their article for module 3.  

¶ Conclusions about the blended learning training 

o There is consensus between the partners about the ICT-structure and the concept 

of the blended learning modules. The overall suggestions for the training were: 

Á Make sure that there are enough examples and case studies in the 

training. 

Á Keep the main target group of the project in mind while writing the training 

and use examples and case studies they can relate with. 

Á Keep it simple! 

 

 

¶ Coordination meeting in Rome  

¶ When developing a European training programme on an inter- and multidisciplinary 

approach of domestic violence, setting up an intensive exchange of information and work 

practices with an important number of European key actors is absolutely essential.  

 

¶ It is also absolutely necessary to have an intensive exchange of information with an 

important number of the European key actors in order to come to an overall consensus 

about the content of the online guide. 

 

¶ Within the framework of the actual European project, partnerships have been concluded 

with Hungary, The Netherlands, Spain, Poland, Italy, Lithuania, Latvia and Cyprus. All 

these partners were represented at the coordination meeting in Rome. 

 



  

¶ The meeting took place in the premises of the hotel óMeliá Roma Aurelia Anticaô (Via 

Aldobrandeschi, 223, 00163 Roma, Italië). All the project partners were also staying in this 

hotel during the coordination meeting.  

 

The city of Rome 

 

¶ Rome is a city and special commune (named óRoma Capitale) in Italy. Rome is the capital of Italy 

and also of the Province of Rome and of the region of Lazo. With 2,7 million residents in a 1 285,3 

kmĮ, it is also the countryôs largest and most populated commune and fourth-most populous city in 

the European Union by population within city limits. The city is located in the central-western 

portion of the Italian Peninsula, within Lazio (Latium), along the shores of Tiber river. Vatican City 

is an independent country within the city boundaries of Rome, the only existing example of a 

country within a city: for this reason Rome has been often defined as capital of two states. 

 

¶ Rome is the famed city of the Roman Empire, the Seven Hills, La Dolce Vita (the sweet life), the 

Vatican City and Three Coins in the Fountain. Rome, as a millenium-long centre of power, culture 

(having been the cradle of one of the globe's greatest civilisations ever) and religion, has exerted a 

huge influence over the world in its circa 2800 years of fountains, Rome has an immensely rich 

historical heritage and cosmopolitan atmosphere, making existence. The historic centre of the city 

is a UNESCO World Heritage Site. With wonderful palaces, millennium-old churches, grand 

romantic ruins, opulent monuments, ornate statues and graceful it one of Europe's and the world's 

most visited, famous, influential and beautiful capitals 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Presentation: Welcome, introduction, timing & state of affairs ï by Dries 
Wyckmans (Province of Limburg) 
  

 

 



  

Introduction / 
project partners 
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European partners

Â CY - Marilena Kyprianou & CharalambosVrasidas, experts, CARDET

Â ES - Astrid Diez Suárez& Federico Millan Maricalva, experts, National Police

Â HU - Gabor Veisz, head of unit, Victim Support Unit - Office of Public Administration 

and Justice

Â IT - Isabella Mastropasqua& GiovannaAllegri , experts, Ministry of Justice - Juvenile

Justice Department

Â LT ðIeva Daniunaite, expert, Children Support Center

Â LV ðLaura Celmale, expert, Establishment Center Dardedze

Â NL - Matthieu Goedhart, Esther van Pijkeren & Jeroen Janssen, Mutsaers Foundation 

Â NL - Stijn van Sommeren, consultant, Inflecto 

Â PL - Maria Keller-Hamela & Marta Skierkowska, experts, Nobody'sChildren

Foundation 
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Belgian partners

Â Anne Groenen & Anke Van Vossole, senior researchers, Research Group Prevention 

Of And Dealing With Violence, Thomas More University College 

Â Ingrid Delameillieure , child psychologist, Confidential Centre for Child Abuse & 

Neglect 

Â Isabelle Dirix & Johan Neijens, relief point domestic violence, Center for General 

Welfare Limburg

Â Remco de Jong, consultant m ulti -agency collaboration , Keten & co (NL)

Â Andy Veltjen , reseacher-designer, Research Group Education & ICT, Limburg 

Catholic University College

Â PascaleFranck, expert domestic violence approach, Province of Antwerp

5/23/2014

 

Project management

Â Dries Wyckmans, project coordinator , Province of Limburg (BE)

Â Sabrina Reggers, assistant project coordinator , Province of Limburg (BE)

Â Lieven DõHauwe & Babet Nulens, monitors, Federal Public Service Home 

Affairs (BE)
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Objectives
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Why this project?

Â Families, and especially children and young people are more likely to be 

safeguarded if professionals are structurally and regularly trained in:

Å having a better understanding of the violence & abuse

Å recognizing key signs

Å knowing how to respond 

Å knowing how to successfully collaborate

ÂBUT:
Å òWhilst the need for training for all relevant professionals on VAW, VAC and SOV, 

and on victim rights in general, is recognized in most Member States, the results of 

this study suggest that this is not installed on a regular basis nor ensured for all who 

need it, but tends to be sporadic or offered on a voluntary basisó (EU study, 2011)

Å While there is lip service paid to the importance of collaboration, there seems to be 

little guidance and few training opportunities to make these complicated processes 

work

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Objectives

Â General objective: to support a more effective European joint 

approach to safeguard families and especially children by law 

enforcement officers and other agencies 

Å To offer guidance on how to collaborate effectively to safeguard children

Å To offer training that will equip law enforcement officers and other agencies 

with the necessary knowledge and skills in order for them to better know how 

to respond and to collaborate more effectively with those from other 

professions

Å To offer an online environment as a platform of practice and for information 

sharing and case management, in order to enrich fragmented information

5/23/2014

 

Target groups /
professionals
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Target groups / professionals

Â Priority: law enforcement !!!

Å Police officers/investigators

Å Prosecutors 

Å Judges

òJudges and prosecutors are the least likely to receive training. It is a matter of 

concern that qualifications and expertise are weakest among the professional actors 

with the greatest powersó (EU study, 2011)

The ISEC programmeðprevention of and fight against crime - mainly (but not 

exclusively) focuses on law enforcement officers as a target group

Because of the ICT-structure it is possible to customize the blended training to the 

needs of the specific law enforcement group in a specific country. Partners can do this 

by adding extra content in their national ôadded local contentõ, for instance on 

legislation, interventions, protocols, é 

5/23/2014

 

Target groups / professionals

Â But also:

Å (Child protection) social workers

Å (Child) psychologists

Å Healthcare professionals

Å Nursery workers and school teachers

Å Public officials

Å Professionals on a policy and strategic level

Training on violence & abuse on a basic or advanced level

Understanding of the perspective and approach of other professionals

Training on how to successfully collaborate

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Deliverables
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Deliverables

1 ðBlended training: European blended training for law officers & other key agencies about successfulmulti -

agency working to safeguard children (tested in 8 Member States, translated in 11 languagesEN, FR, DE, NL, 

ES, HU, IT, PL, GR, LT, LV)

2 ðBook: European guide with conceptual and practical information, a step-by-step plan and examples of good

practice about successfulmulti -agency working to safeguard children (in11 languages)

3 ðRecommendations : European recommendations specific to multi -agency working on safeguarding children

4 ðModule: User-friendly module for online information sharing (open source)

5 ðPlatform: European online platform of practice (open source)

6 ðWebsite: Interactive project website

7 ðTraining report: Evaluation report of the training sessions

8 ðPilot report: Evaluation report of the Limburg pilot

9 ðCampaign: European promotional campaign

10 ðStatus reports : Reports of the coordination meeting and closing seminar

11 ðFinal report: Final project report with a summary (in 11 languages)

5/23/2014

1. Blended learning

4. Module

3. Recommandation

2. Book

8. Report pilot

5. Platform

6. Website

9. Campaign

10. Status reports

11. Final report

7. Report training

 

 



  

Timing
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FACTSC: Phases

Â Phase1. Preparation and gathering of information : June 2013 ð

November 2013

Â Phase2. Writing and building: December 2013 ðJune 2014

Â Phase3. Translation and delivery : July 2014 ðDecember 2014

Â Phase4. Training, evaluation and dissemination: January 2015 ð

July 2015

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Phase 1. Preparation and gathering of 
information

Â Phase1. Preparation and gathering info : July 2013 ðNovember 2013

5/23/2014
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Role and tasks EU-partners

Â Phase 1. Preparation and gathering of information: 

Å completing a questionnaire that will be sent by the project coordination, 

possibly followed by an interview by the project coordination

Å participating with 1 expert in a 3 -day coordination meeting in Warsaw , Poland 

in November 2013 -> GOALS of the meeting:

Å getting to know each other as partners

Å presenting and discussing the approach, timing, deliverables and content of the 

FACTSC-project

Å clarifying each partnersõ role in the project

Å reaching a consensus about the broad lines of the project

5/23/2014

 

  



  

Phase 2. Writing and building

Â Phase2. Writing and building: December 2013 ðJune 2014

5/23/2014
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Role and tasks EU-partners

Â Phase 2. Writing and building

Å writing of an article of 3 to 5 A4 pages for the project book, concerning the 

national/regional/local vision on child abuse and domestic violence (local 

nature and extent, priorities in local policy, local focus on client, é) and the 

approach and collaboration in tackling child abuse and domestic violence 

(collaboration process, roles, implementation of collaboration, é)

Å participating with 1 expert in a 4 -day coordination meeting in Rome , Italy in 

May 2014 -> GOALS of the meeting:

Å monitoring the progress of the project

Å presenting a first version of the book/guide and blended learning modules

Å giving feedback on the table of contents / first draft

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Phase 3. Translation and delivery

Â Phase3. Translation and delivery : July 2014 ðDecember 2014
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Timing book (1)

Â Beginning of May 2014: 

Å Introduction, Module 1 & 2: complete first draft in NL + elaborate table of 

contents in EN

Å Module 3: first draft in EN

Â Coordination meeting Rome: feedback on module 1, 2 & 3 

Â By June 25th 2014:

Å Introduction, Module 1 & 2: final version in NL

Å Module 3: final version in EN

Â By July 31st 2014:

Å Introduction, Module 1 & 2: first translated version in EN

Å Module 3: final version in EN (revision)

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Timing book (2)

Â By September 15th 2014:

Å Whole book: final version in EN

Å European partners: in consultation with the project coordinators searching for 

the best possible translators

Â By October 15th 2014: whole book (max. 172 p.) translated from EN 

to DE, ES, FR, GR, HU, IT, LT, LV, PL (budget of max. û7250 per 

language) 

Â By November 1st 2014: revision of the translation

Â By December 1st 2014: design of the 11 versions 

5/23/2014

 

Timing blended learning modules

Â Coordination meeting Rome: feedback on approach

Â By June 25th 2014: final version in NL

Â By July 31st 2014: first translated version in EN

Â By September 15th 2014: final version in EN

Â By October 15th 2014: training (max . 108 p.) translated from EN to 

DE, ES, FR, GR, HU, IT, LT, LV, PL (budget of max. û4350 per 

language) 

Â By November 1st 2014: revision of the translation

Â By December 1st 2014: design of the 11 versions 

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Role and tasks EU-partners

Â Phase 3. Translation and delivery

Å coordination of and revising of the translated texts of the book and training

Å participating with 1 expert & 1 trainer in a 4 -day coordination meeting in 

Nicosia, Cyprus from 8-11 December 2014 -> GOALS of the meeting:

Å monitoring the progress of the project

Å presenting the final (translated) versions of the book/guide and blended learning 

modules

Å learning how to adjust and complete the blended learning modules, taking into 

account the own local context

Å organizing an elaborate train -the-trainer session

5/23/2014

 

Phase 4. Training, evaluation and 
dissemination

Â Phase4. Training and dissemination: January 2015 ðJuly 2015
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Role and tasks EU-partners

Â Phase 4. Training, evaluation and dissemination

Å coordinating and giving the training , by using the blended learning module: 

the 2,5 -day training will have to be given to a local or regional multi -agency 

group of maximum 15 people -> between January-March 2015

Å assessing the training : the local or regional training will have to be evaluated; 

instructions & ôtoolsõ for the evaluation will be given by the research team of 

the project -> March-April 2015

Å participating with a delegation of 3 people in a 3 -day European seminar in 

Hasselt, Belgium (27-29 May 2015); each delegation will give a short 

presentation about the results of their training session -> GOALS:

Å disseminating the project deliverables & formulating European recommendations

Å formulating future developments and plans

Å closing of the project

5/23/2014

 

Supporting documents

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Necessary supporting documents

Â Concerning content:

Å a completed questionnaire (preparation and gathering of information phase)

Å an article of 3 to 5 A4 pages for the project book (writing and building phase)

Å a written evaluation of the 2,5 day training, using the evaluation format delivered by 

the project coordination (training, evaluation and dissemination phase)

Â Concerning travel: the boarding passes of all flights

Â Concerning other expenses: a copy of the invoices/receipts

5/23/2014

 

Necessary supporting documents
Â Concerning staff costs :

Å a copy of the employment contract for the project staff member indicating duties, working 

hours, employment status and salary

Å timesheets for the project staff member, indicating working hours and activity/tasks 

performed for the ISEC project, signed and dated by employee and employer; a template of 

this timesheet will be delivered by the project coordination

Å a copy of the salary slips or payrolls of each project staff member for each month worked on 

the ISEC project

Å a copy of the documents proving amounts of employers' tax and social contributions paid in 

addition to the gross salary of each project staff member

Å a proof of payment through a bank account of the salaries, the tax and social contributions 

paid for each project staff member

Å a copy of the letter of assignment stating the name, function, daily rate, working hours and 

tasks of the permanent employee seconded to the ISEC project, as well as the name and 

function of the person newly employed to replace the seconded person for his/her regular 

duties

Â These supporting documents must be submitted 

before June 15, 2014 and 2015

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Book ïIn general

5/23/2014

 

Content & approach

Â Working title : ôForm A Chain To SafeguardChildrenõ

Â Multi -agency collaboration in tackling domestic violence, with main

focus on safeguarding children

Â Modular structure

Â Book and blended learning module are closely related

Â A mix of theory, casuistry, interviews with professionals, practical 

work experiences of professionals and good practices

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Content & approach

Â Not ôhighbrowõ, but in an accessible style and easy to read

Â Size: maximum 172 pages of text

Â Translated into 11 languages ׳׳(EN, FR, DE, NL, ES, HU, IT, PL, GR, 

LT, LV)  -> in close consultation with all partners, in order to find 

experienced translators with an affinity with the subject 

Â Reader-friendly design with professional photography and possibly 

childrenõs drawings

Â Printed version in EN (print run of 500) and designed version (PDF) 

in the 10 other languages  

5/23/2014

 

Table of contents

Â Introduction (20 p)

Â Module 1. Child abuse (72 p)

Â Module 2. Multi -agency collaboration (72 p)

Â Module 3. Safeguarding children in Europe

Â Module 4. Blended learning modules (2 p)

Â Attachments

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Book ïIntroduction

5/23/2014

 

Introduction

Â Table of contents

Â Preface (by the EU Commissioner of Home Affairs / Belgian minister of 

Home Affairs?) 

Â Acknowledgements

Â Prologue:

Å 2 main messages: ôForm a chain to safeguard children: our plain and simple 

duty, in the interest of children and families!õ & Kenyan saying: ôYou want to go 

fast, go alone. Wannago far, go with others.õ

Å About this guide: target audience, objectives, guiding principles & structure

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Introduction

Â Introduction ða European perspective:

Å ôDomestic violence & child abuse - current European developments and 

debatesõ (about legislation & policy, prevention, support, protection, capacity-

building & training, ..;) -> by Prof. Dr Renée Römkens

Å ôEuropean developments in multi-agency working in tackling domestic violence 

& child abuseõ -> by Pascale, Matthieu , Stijn & Dries

Â European recommendations

5/23/2014

 

Guiding principles: proposal

Â Domestic violence and child abuse are physically and psychologically 

damaging cultural , social and criminal problems. They are crimes and 

violations of fundamental human rights and are therefore unacceptable

Â Multidisciplinary intervention structures have the greatest potential for 

combating domestic violence and child abuse and can best implement an 

integrated approach in practice . The means including all agencies that can 

be the first point of contact for victims, and developping procedures of 

referral, cooperation and follow -up, as well as regulating information -

sharing

Â The focus in interventions must lie on a systems approachthat 

acknowledges that the violence is a common problem of the family, and 

that individually, jointly and simultaneously helps the family members as 

much as possible, in order to stop the violence

5/23/2014

 

 



  

Guiding principles: proposal

Â The assistance must be outreachin g and must make maximum use of the 

own strengths of the family (members)

Â The intervention for children requires tailored services , such as qualified 

specific child protection agencies, with the power and duty of protective 

intervention, taking the healthy development of the child as the central 

criterion for protective measures. Children will only be adequately taken 

care of if their needs are secured through strong partnerships that provide 

a powerful network of protection and support

Â Actions and interventions must be as evidence-based as possible

Â All professionals involved with domestic violence and child abuse can profit 

from basic training modules. For all professionals undertaking specialist 

roles, sufficient and mandatory training is a conditio sine qua non for the 

effective tackling of domestic violence and the safeguarding of children

5/23/2014

 

European recommendations

Â ?

Â ?

Â ?

Â ?

Â ?

Â ?

Â ?

Â ?

Â ?

We will formulate a proposal for discussion during the Cyprus 

coordination meeting

5/23/2014

 

Remarks  

¶ There were no remarks or questions after this presentation. Dries Wyckmans told the project 
partners that they can always contact the two project coordinators by e-mail or phone if they 
would have any remarks or questions in the future.  



  

Presentation: Module 1 - Child abuse: book ï elaborate table of content  
ï by  Anke Van Vossole (Thomas More University College) and Sabrina 
Reggers (Province of Limburg) 
 

Childrenpart of the Chain

FACTSC: Module 1

 

Content

ÅConcept of Child Abuse

ÅForms of Child Abuse

ÅConsequences

ÅRisk andprotectivefactors

ÅEcologicalmodel

ÅThe childandits environment

ÅConclusion

 



  

Child Abuse

ÅDomesticviolenceandchildabuse

ÅSocietalevolutionof childabuse

ÅDefinition of childabuse

- Active andpassive

- Power imbalance

- Byadultsor peers

- Inside andoutsidethe family

 

Forms

Å5 major types of childabuse

ÅPhysicalabuse

ÅPhysicalneglect

ÅEmotionalabuse

ÅEmotionalneglect

ÅSexualabuse

Acts of 
commisionς
ΨactiveΩ

Acts of 
ommisionς
ΨpassiveΩ

 



  

Physicalabuse

ÅGeneral
ÅPhysicalabuse=

ÅAnyform of physicalforce or violence

ÅBya parentor by a person entrustedwith the care/educationof the 
child

ÅResultsin (or high likelihood) serieus physicalor mentalharm

ÅTothe childor its development

ĄRemark: TheyŘƻƴΩǘalwayswant to hurt the child, but often they
just want to discipline it

ĄInjuriesleavetracesor occurat specificlocationson the body 

ĄBUT someeffectsare not alwaysvisibleto the eye!

 

 

Physicalabuse

ÅShaken Baby Syndrome
Å= the non-intentional, severe (head)injuries in young children 

due to the shaking of the child or the impact on the head of the 
child or both. 

ÅSevere consequences!

Åbrain damage

Åblindness

Åparalysation

Åmotor disabilities

Ådeath

 



  

Physicalabuse

ÅShaken Baby Syndrome
ÅQuestion: 

ÅEveryyeara lot of childrendie becauseof childabuse. How 
manyof these deathsare causedby SIS?

Å3%

Å7%

Å12%

Å20%

Å25%

 

 

Physicalabuse

ÅShaken Baby Syndrome

ÅNot onlyshaking, but alsothrowingthe child in its
cribΣΧ

ÅMost of the time theyŘƻƴΩǘwant to hurt the child

Ą Thenwhy does it happen?
ÅLack of knowledge about the danger and consequences.

ÅThe caregiver wants the child to obey or to be quiet.

ÅThe caregiver wants to punish the child for unwanted behaviour.

ÅMost of the time it happens out of frustration or helplessness 

Ą Risk factors are often stress related! 

 



  

Physicalabuse

ÅFactitiousDisorder by Proxy

ÅPreviouslyknowŀǎ ΨMunchausenbytǊƻȄȅΩ

ÅFabricatedor inducedillness

ĄA caregiverpretendsor causesillnessin a child

ĄResultingin unnecessaryandpotentiallyharmful
medicalexaminationsand/or treatments.

ĄVerydifficult to diagnose!

 

 

Physicalabuse

ÅFactitiousDisorder by Proxy
ÅMost important motives
ÅNeedfor attention andrecognitionŀǎ ŀ Ψdevoted

caregiverΩ

ÅControling, deceivingandmanipulatingof people
with authority (doctors)

ÅSpecificfor this form
ÅOftentakes placein a medicalsetting

ÅOffendersare mostlywomen(with medical
knowledge)

 



  

Emotionalabuse

ÅEmotionalabuse

 

 

Emotionalabuse

ÅGeneral 

ÅEmotionalabuse=

Åisolated incidents and a pattern of incidents over 
time

Åby  a parent or caregiver

Åfailing to provide a supportive and development 
appropriate environment

Ąexamples: 

ĄŀŎŎǳǎƛƴƎΣ ǘƘǊŜŀǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŦǊƛƎƘǘŜƴƛƴƎΣ ŘƛǎŎǊƛƳƛƴŀǘƛƴƎΣΧ

Ąhaving unrealistic expectations όǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ ǎǇƻǊǘǎΣΧύ

Ąnot allowing social interactions with others

 



  

Emotionalabuse

ÅGeneral 

ÅThese acts constitute a serious risk of causing damage 
to the 

Åphysical and mental health of the child

Åphysical, mental, spiritual, moral and social development 
of the child

ÅConsidered as the core of child abuse and often occurs 
in combination with other forms.

 

 

Emotionalabuse

ÅChildrenexposedto partner violence

ÅExposure to partner violence refers to a multitude of experiences 
of children living in a home where an adult is behaving violently, 
suggesting a pattern of force, against an intimate partner.

 



  

Emotionalabuse

ÅChildrenexposedto partner violence

ÅQuestion:Which is correct? 

ÅThe consequencesfor childrenthat are victim of abuseare

ÅMore severe

ÅEquallysevere

ÅLesssereve

Åas the consequencesfor childrenwho are exposedto partner 
violence

 

 

Emotionalabuse

ÅChildrenexposedto partner violence
ÅConsequences

ÅtǎȅŎƘƻƭƻƎƛŎŀƭ όŜƳƻǘƛƻƴǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƎǳƛƭǘΣ ŀƴƎŜǊΣ Χ ύ 

ÅBehavioural(externalizing and internalizing behaviour)

Å/ƻƎƴƛǘƛǾŜ ŀƴŘ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ όŀǘǘŀŎƘƳŜƴǘΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ƛǎƻƭŀǘƛƻƴΣ Χύ

ÅSocial learning

ÅRepeated victimization

ĄIt ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀ ŘƛǊŜŎǘ ŀǘǘŀŎƪ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇƳŜƴǘ.

 



  

Physicalneglect

ÅPhysicalneglect=

Åisolated incidents and a pattern of failure 

Åby a parent or other family member 

Åto provide in the development and welfare of a 
child on one or more of the following areas;

Åhealth

Ånutrition

Åshelter   

Åsafe living conditions 

 

 

Physicalneglect

ÅΨPassiveΩ ŦƻǊƳ Ą act of ommision

Å4 major categories

Categorie Example

Inattentiveness Not giving(enough) attention to nutrition, hygiene, 
clothing, safe living conditions, safetyin the carΣΧ 

Refusalto takeof 
the child

Abandoningthe child, refusingto let the child live at 
home after they childhas run awayfromƘƻƳŜΣΧ

Refusalof 
medicalcare

Not goingto the doctor orthe dentist whenƛǘΩǎ
neededΣΧ

Negligenceof 
supervision

Not making anymeasuresto ensurethe safetyof the 
child, letting dangerousobjects(suchas 
guns/knives/scissors) lie aroundΣΧ

 



  

Physicalneglect

ÅΨPassiveΩ ŦƻǊƳ Ą act of ommision

ÅConsequencesare lessvisiblethan thosefrom
physicalabuse, but they canalsohave a serious
impact on
ÅHealth

ÅDevelopment

ÅSocialfunctioning
ÅΧ

ÅPovertyis a major risk factor.

 

 

Emotionalneglect

ÅEmotionalneglect=

Åisolated incidents and a pattern of failure 

Åby a parent or other family member 

Åto provide in the development and welfare of a 
child on one or more of the following areas

Åeducation

Åemotional development

 



  

Emotionalneglect

ÅΨPassiveΩ ŦƻǊƳ Ą act of ommision

Å2 major categories

ĄNot givingthe necessaryemotionalnourishment
for a child

Categorie Example

Beingemotional
unavailable

Beingdistant, not beinginvolved, never giving
compliments, not givingattention or support when
neededΣΧ 

Neglecton an
educationallevel

Not stimulatingthe social, psychomotoror academic
development, not letting the childgo toǎŎƘƻƻƭΣ Χ 

 

 

Emotionalneglect

ÅOf all types of childabuse, this oneis the most 
harmful for the developmentof a child.

Ą especiallyfor childrenyoungerthan2 yearsold.

 



  

Sexualabuse

ÅSexualabuse= 

Åthe involvement of a child 

Åin a sexual activity that he or she 

Ådoes not fully comprehend

Åis unable to give informed consent to

Åis not developmentally prepared to

ÅOr that violates the laws or social taboos of 
society

 

 

Sexualabuse

ÅOne incident suffices to qualify the behavior as sexual abuse

ÅOften it is performed by someone of the direct environment 
of the child

ÅThe unequal power balance and the pressure for secrecy are 
characteristic for sexual abuse

ÅWhenthere is sexualabuse, there are alsoother formsof 
childabuse

 



  

Sexualabuse
ÅThere can also be sexual abuse without any physical 

contact 

ĄExhibitionism, forcing the child to look at porn or to 
ǿŀǘŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǎŜȄΣ Χ ŀǊŜ ŀƭǎƻ ŦƻǊƳǎ ƻŦ ǎŜȄǳŀƭ 
abuse !

 

 

Specificforms

ÅSpecificforms
- Siblingviolence

- Juvenilesexualoffending

- Online abuse

- Child prostitution

- Child trafficking

- Honour-basedviolence

- Femalegenitalmutilation

ĄThese canbea mix of different types of abuse

ĄSomeof themŀǊŜ ΨrelativelyƴŜǿΩ ǘȅǇŜǎ ƻŦ abuse

 



  

Siblingviolence

ÅSiblingviolence=

Åa repeated pattern of aggression 

Åagainst a sibling, 

Åwith the intent to cause damage 

Åresulting from an inner emotional need for power 
and control

ĄThe violencecantake different forms; physical, 
emotionalor sexual.

 

 

Siblingviolence

ÅWhenƛǘΩǎsexualabuse, we call it sibling
incest.

Ą2 types of motivesfor siblingincest
ÅAggressivetype

Ą stemsfrom the needto control

ÅAffective type

Ą stems from the lack of warmth and 
affection within the family

Ą It is always important to look at the family 
context when encountered with this type of 
abuse

 



  

Siblingviolence

ÅDifference between sibling rivalry and sibling 
violence Ą 4 important questions

1. Is it age appropriate? 

2. Is there a pattern?

3. Is there victimazation?

4. What is the ultimate goal of the behaviour?

 

 

Siblingviolence

ÅSibling violence is considered as taboo

ÅEven though it occurs very frequently

ÅIt can have severe consequences (emotionally, 
cognitive, socially and sexually)

 



  

Juvenilesexualoffending

ÅJuvenilesexualoffending= 

Åany sexual act by a young person from puberty to 
the legal age of majority

Åwith a person of any age

Åagainst the will of the victim

Åwithout consent or in an aggressive, exploitative 
or threatening manner

 

 

Juvenilesexualoffending

ÅSeveral criteria are used to determine whether 
the sexual behavior is acceptable or not: 

ÅConsent

ÅEquality

ÅVoluntariness

ÅAge appropriate

ÅContext appropriate

ÅSelf-respecting

 



  

Online abuse

ÅGlobalizationandtechnologicalinnovations
providesuswith new challengesandnew forms
of childabuse, suchas

ÅCyberbullying

ÅOnline childpornography

ÅΨSextingΩ

ÅΧ 

 

 

Online abuse

ÅCyberbullying= 

Åany behavior conducted through electronic or 
digital media 

Åby individuals or groups

Åwhereby hostile or aggressive messages are 
repeatedly communicated 

Åwith the intent to harm or discomfort others. 

 



  

Online abuse

ÅCyberbullying

ĄThe identity of the perpetrator may be known 
or unknown. 

ĄCyberbullying can occur at school, but also 
often occurs outside of the school context. 

 

 

Online abuse

ÅDifferencebetweenbullyingand
cyberbullying

Characteristics

Typicalfor Intentionto harm

the traditional Repeatingit

bullying Differencein power

24/7 typicalfor
Anonimity cyberbullying
PotentialΨaudienceΩ

 



  

Online abuse

ÅSexting

 

 

Online abuse

ÅSexting= 

Åspreadingor sharingof

Åsexuallyexplicit pictures or messages

Åvia mobile phonesor other mobile media, suchas 
e-mail

 



  

Online abuse

ÅConsequencesfor the person on the pictures

ÅOftenalsoa victim of cyberbullyingΣ ōƭŀŎƪƳŀƛƭΣ Χ

ÅProblemswith self-image andself-confidence

ÅSocialisolation

ÅPossiblyeatingdisorders or self-mutilation

ÅSometimescommittingsuicide

Ą Thereis alwaysan immense fear that the photos
will comeback to hunt them

 

 

Child prostitution

ÅChild prostitution = 

Åuse of a child in sexual activities 

Åin return for payment or any other form of 
compensation

Ą Stereotype: a child/teen that has run away 
from home or has been abductedĄ comes in 
contact with a pimp Ą is forced into 
prostitution

 



  

Child prostitution

ÅBut there are manydifferent dynamics

Ą For instance: the phenomenomƻŦ ΨƭƻǾŜǊōƻȅǎ

 

 

Child trafficking

Child trafficking 
ÅIncludes the recruitment, transportation, transfer, 

harbouringor receipt of persons;

ÅWhilethreateningwith or usingviolence (or 
abduction);

ÅWhileactingunderfalsepretenses; 

ÅUsing the vulnerabilityof the victim

ÅIn exchange for cash or otherΨōŜƴŜŦƛǘǎΩ

Åfor the purpose of exploitation. 

Ą Palermo Protocol

 



  

Child trafficking

ÅDifferent forms, such as

Sexual exploitation Organ trafficking

Forced labour Drug trafficking

Begging Forced marriage

Illegal adoption Forced criminality

Child soldiers Sport

 

 

Honour-basedviolence

ÅHonour-based violence =

Åcontinuum of forms of violence 

Åwhere the prevention or reparation of a violation 
of the sexual and familial honor (and the outside 
world is aware or is likely to be aware)

Åis the main motive.

Ą This may be to defend the honor of an 
individual, family or community.

 



  

Honour-basedviolence

ĄThe violencecan be performed or supported by 
several people, and be directed towards one or 
multiple victims

Ą/ƻƴǘƛƴǳǳƳ ƻŦ ΨŀŎǘƛƻƴǎΩ

ĄGoing from limiting contacts with the outside 
world to threatening to forced marriage and even 
to murder

 

 

Honour-basedviolence

ĄImportant characteristics are 

Ąthe (potential) violation of the family honor

Ąthe (potential) awareness of the outside world

Ąthe possible involvement of  multiple 
perpetrators and / or victims

ĄPart of the scope of gender related violence

ĄDƛǊƭǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǾƛƻƭŀǘƻǊǎΩ

Ą.ƻȅǎ ŀǊŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŜŜƴ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ΨǇǊƻǘŜŎǘƻǊǎΩ

 



  

Femalegenitalmutilation

ÅFemale genital mutilation =

Åall procedures involving 

Åthe partial or total removal of the external 
female genitalia 

Åor other injury to the female organs 

Åfor non-medical reasons

 

 

Femalegenitalmutilation

ÅWhy do they do this?
Åa lack of knowledge or taboos regarding 

sexuality

Åas a rite of passage 

Åas a condition for marriage.

ÅIt has a serious impact on the sexual and 
reproductive health of girls and is 
considered a human rights violation.

 



  

Consequences

ÅThe consequensescannotbe underestimated!! 

ÅTheycanbe physical, psychological, 
behavioral, developmental, cognitive, social 
and economic. 

ÅSome consequences you can see immediately, 
ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀŦǘŜǊ Ƴŀƴȅ ȅŜŀǊǎΧΦ

ÅNot only the children face these 
consequences, but also their families and the 
society as a whole.

 

 

Consequences

ÅPhysical

ĄTheycango from a little bruiseto even 
deathΧ 

Question: Put the photoson the next slide in the right 
order from lesssevere to most severe 

 



  

Consequences

1

2

3

4

5

 

 

Consequences

ÅSexualandreproductive

ÅHigherrisk of becomingvictimsagain

ÅRisk of pregnancy

ÅRisk of {¢5Ωǎ

ÅBecominginfertile

ÅUnableto enjoysex

ÅΧ

 



  

Consequences

ÅPsychological

ÅLow self-esteem

ÅSevere formsof dissociation

ÅHigherrisk on depression, self-mutilation, 
anxietydisorders, eatingŘƛǎƻǊŘŜǊǎΣΧ

ÅΧ

 

 

Consequences

ÅCognitive
ÅAttention deficits

ÅLearning difficulties

ÅDifficultiesconcentrating

ÅBad schoolresults

ÅΧ

 



  

Consequences

ÅDevelopmental
ÅNeurobiologicalconsequences

ÅAttachment

 

 

Consequences

ÅBehavioural
ÅInternalizingbehaviour

ÅExternalizingbehaviour

ÅSocial
ÅSocialisolation

ÅDifficultieswith resolvingconflicts

ÅLearning effect !!

 



  

Consequences

ÅEconomical
ÅIndivual
ÅSchool or work related

ÅSociety
ÅMedicalcosts

ÅCostsof the justicesystem

 

 

Risk factors

Parent Little control over the situation; inadequate problem-solving
behaviour; low selfesteem; impulsivity; anger; drug abuse; alcohol 
abuse; depression; psychiatricdisorder; suicidalthoughts; mental
disorder; not recognizingthe problem; negativeattitude towards
assistance; history pf childabuse; history of violenceor aggression; 
stress; low educated; under20 yearsof age

Child Underweight; youngage; developmentaldelay; psychological
problems; mental disability; weakhealth; learningdisability; limited
socialnetwork; previousvictim of abuse

Parent-child interaction Little empathyfor child; negativeattribution to child; little affection
for child; unrealisticor unmet expectationsof child; negative
perceptionof parenthood; acceptanceof physicaldisciplining; 
negative(verbal) behaviour; too muchor too little structureor limits; 
limited parentalskills; disturbedattachment; propioritizingown
needsinsteadof ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎneeds

Family Singleparent family; changes in family constellation; domestic
violence; tensionsandstress; unwantedpreganancy; 
unemployment; low incomeor financial problems; poverty

Environment Socialisolationandlonesomeness; limited socialnetwork; little
socialsupport; deprivedneighbourhood; bad living circumstances; 
movingoften

 



  

Protectivefactors

Parent Intellectuallyandmentallyresilient; genuineconcern with
the ŎƘƛƭŘΩǎwell-being; socialengagement; positivelydealt 
with historyof abuse; recognizingthe problem; taking
responsibility

Child Assertiveness; intelligence; goodcoping style; resilience

Parent-child interaction Positive(verbal) behaviour; normalattachment; amountof 
parentalskills; empathyfor the child

Family Presenceof a non-abusiveandprotectivecaretaker; 
(positiveattitude towards) assistance; stablefamily 
(sustainablerelatioshipsbetweenfamily members); 
financiallyor materiallyresilientfamily; prospect of positive
future changes

Environment Supportivesocialnetwork(access to emotionaland
materialsupport); socialcapital; support byprofessional aid
workers; child is supportedbyanotheradult; caretakeris 
supportedbycaringfriendsandfamily members

 

 

Ecologicalmodel

Society

Community

Relations

Individual

 



  

Child andits environment

Child

School

Doctor

Welfare

Justice

Police

Home

Actors involved

 

 

Child andits environment

Child

School

Doctor

Welfare

Justice

Police

Home

Needfor chain cooperation

 



  

Conclusion

ÅLink childabuseanddomesticviolence

ÅVariousformsof childabuse

ÅMuchbroaderthan physicalabuse

ÅEmotionalabuseis the coreof childabuse

ÅCo-occurenceof different formsof childabuse

ÅVeryseriousandeven fatal consequences

 

 

Recommendations

ÅAwareness-raisingamongprofessionals for early
detection

- recognizechildabuse

- knowledgeon the impact of childabuse

- awareof risk andprotectivefactors

- awareof referralpossibilities

ÅFocus on protectivefactors

ÅAll actors needto be involvedand cooperate

ÅSound cooperation betweenall sectors for anefficient
approach

ÅEuropean cooperation to tackle intenationalchildabuse
problems

 



  

 

Remarks  

¶ Dries Wyckmans told the project partners that they can always contact the author, Anke van 

Vossole, or Sabrina Reggers by e-mail or phone if they would have any feedback, remarks or 

questions on the content of this presentation.  

¶ The project coordinators presented the following timing for the activities for this module: 

o A final draft version of the module in Dutch by the end of July 2014 

o A translated version of the module in English by the end of August 2014 

o Having the European partners read the module and send in their feedback by the 

end of September 2014. The project coordinators will then present the feedback to 

the author of the module. She will then have the opportunity to alter her text for 

the last time.  

¶ Gabor Veiz made the suggestion to also include male genital mutilation and not only female 

genital mutilation to one of the project coordinators, who then presented this suggestion to the 

author of module 1. 

¶ Mathieu Goedhart gave the following feedback to the project coordinators; 

o Always keep the focus of the project in mind. 

o The reason why some people act a certain way is determent in an multi-causal 

and contextual way. Everything a person does, will always be influenced by risk 

and protective factors. It is necessary to raise awareness and to enhance 

knowledge about this by all sorts of professionals.  

o Incorporate the ówhy are we doing thisô more in the modules. 

o Countries, such as the United States of America, are starting to calculate the 

costs and benefits of the entire trajectory of a young child who experiences 

something, then becomes a juvenile criminal and maintains this lifestyle for 

example for 10 years. At the moment the estimate is 2 million dollars per person. 

This raises awareness that professionals have to pay more attention to the risk 

and protective factors in that young personôs life and that they have to try to 

enhance the protective factors and that they have to try to find an answer to those 

risk factors. This calculating of the costs and benefits is a trend that will probably 

be taken over by other countries in the future. 

o This project gives the perfect opportunity for all the project partners to look at their 

local contexts and to find out where their strengths and weaknesses lie in the 

training of their professionals. These conclusions can also be used in the overall 

recommendations of the project.  

The project coordinators and Mathieu Goedhart decided that Mathieu will incorporate 

these topics in an introductory text to the European guide.  
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Agenda

ÅTraining method: blended learning

ÅThe online learning environment

ÅDemo

ÅQuestions?

 

BLENDED LEARNING

What is blended learning? Why are we using it?

 



  

Introduction movie

 

What is BL(blended learning)?

 

 



  

What do you need for BL?

Trainer-expert LearnerOnline Learning 

Environment

 

Advantages of BL?

1. Optimizing the learning process

VActive learning process  

VCollaborative learning

VIndividual/Specific guidance

VInteraction with experts (F2F)

 

 



  

Advantages of BL?

2. High accessibility

VContent accessible all over the world

VInstructions for expert-trainers available

 

Advantages of BL?

3. Cost-effective

VTransport

VOverhead

VDevelopment learning new material

Vé

 



  

THE ONLINE LEARNING 

ENVIRONMENT

How to design the environment?

 

Content types

The online learning environment 

provides different content types:

VImages

VVideo

VText

VExercises

 

 


